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SLF hire



Extension efforts pre-2018



www.agriculture.pa.gov/spottedlanternfly

https://extension.psu.edu/pests/spotted-lanternfly

Evolution of a Partnership

http://www.agriculture.pa.gov/spottedlanternfly
https://extension.psu.edu/pests/spotted-lanternfly


United States Department of Agriculture
Berks County Conservation District
Kutztown University, East Stroudsburg University
Political officials at many levels
Media partners

Community Groups: Schools, Shade Tree Commissions, 
Watershed Associations, Natural Land Preservation 
Organizations, Public Libraries, Commodity Associations, Local 
Businesses, Churches, Senior Citizen Centers

many others…

Many Other Partners



Meetings/ live and recorded
Fact sheets and articles
Videos 
Social media
Individual assistance
Master Gardeners and Master Watershed Stewards
Citizen volunteers
Posters, signs, scraper cards 
Kids activity books, headbands, tattoos
Media partners

We are hiring an Extension Associate to coordinate!

Delivery Methods



Educators
MG and MWS Volunteers
Front office staff in 6 counties

1064 Phone calls, visits, email

Displays at events  40

33/1459  Presentations/attendees

News reports/articles  20 

17,893 views  On-demand 24/7 information

2017



Applied research answers are not available 

for a lot of questions.

The public has questions, and many people really want 

to help.  Be prepared for calls, offers of help and 

friendly people, fearful people, angry people, reactive 

people.

A lot of media attention requires a clear message.

Coordination of educational and research efforts.

Challenges



Green Industry

Vegetable/Small Fruit

Tree Fruit

Grape/Wine

Master Gardeners

Homeowners

Public Meeting

Municipal Officials

Other

SLF extension in 2018

89% of reported talks given by 
Extension Educators



SLF extension in 2018



SLF meetings



SLF Facebook live

Peak live viewers: 114

Top audience: women, 55-65

Top location: PA

Reach so far: 10,123



Current resources available 



Current resources available 

https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly

https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly


Reporting SLF

Have you seen a spotted 

lanternfly? REPORT IT. 

https://extension.psu.edu/spo

tted-lanternfly

Or call 1-888-4BAD-FLY

https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly


SLF permitting course

E. Swackhamer



Social media and newsletters



SLF extension for grape growers



SLF extension for grape growers

Scout your vineyard



SLF extension for grape growers



46 respondents 

82% are the vineyard owner 

47% have 1-5 acres 

Reports are from 22/67 counties

75% haven’t had SLF detected in vineyard

Primary insect concerns are Japanese beetle, GBM, and BMSB

SLF extension for grape growers



How would you rate the tools 
available to control SLF? 

Do you consider SLF a threat?

How confident are you in the 
identification and life cycle of 

SLF?



Google searches “spotted lanternfly”

SLF on Google



How does SLF compare to BMSB?



What resources are needed?

Management guides for all affected industries (immediate need for 
grape, ornamentals)

Increased awareness for permitting and quarantine

Applied research! Particularly for insecticide recommendations, 
monitoring/attractants, host requirements, evaluating damage, and 
establishing thresholds

A consistent and clear message
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